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From eSports to Virtual Events: The Evolutionary Process, Realistic Dilemmas
and Future Directions of Digital Sports Events in China

YU Sijun', XIONG Luquan®, LI Xu’, ZHANG Qilin*
1. Graduate Work Department, Shenyang Sport University, Shenyang 110102, China;
2. College of Physical Education, Southwest Petroleum University, Chengdu 610500, China;
3. School of Physical Education, Tianjin University of Sport, Tianjin 301617, China;
4. School of Martial Arts, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China

Abstract: Since 1998, digital sports events in China have witnessed a development trajectory from scratch, from small-scale to large-
scale, and from weak to strong. We employed literature research method and logical analysis to comb through the evolutionary context
and characteristics as well as the realistic predicaments of domestic digital sports events, and puts forward future development
directions in the light of successful extraterritorial practices. The study concludes that the development of domestic digital sports events
has undergone a budding stage dominated by eSports, an exploration stage of digital transformation of sports, and an expansion stage of
integration and innovation of diverse events. It presents evolutionary characteristics such as the gradual scale-up of event type and
number, the increasing event recognition and value, simultaneous upgrading of event purposes and demands, and the dynamic follow-up
of event technologies and concepts. However, at present, it still faces predicaments such as insufficient application of technological
innovation that leads to weakened sustainability of events, the lag of policies and systems that restricts event adaptability, the limited
size of the audience that hampers event influence, and unclear content positioning that limits event attractiveness. Drawing upon the
case experiences of representative international digital sports events, it is proposed that future advancement of China’s digital sports
events should be propelled by technological innovation as the core driver and using a technology-driven event development model, with
institutional development as an important means to create a sustainable development environment for digital sports events, the lift of
recognition as a key point to hold digital sports events for all to participate in and event expansion as a strategic direction to unleash the
multiple functions of these events.

Keywords: digital sports events; virtual sports events; esports; online sports events; intelligent sports events
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Study on the Legal Protection of Intellectual Property Rights of Intangible

Cultural Heritage Inheritors in Sports in China
—Based on the Perspective of Central-Local Synergy

KANG Bohua', JI Canzhong', WU Xuanting', LIU Shuaibing’
1. School of Sports Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China;
2. College of Martial Arts and Art, Nanjing Sport University, Nanjing 210014, China

Abstract: In the dual contexts of promoting the creative transformation and innovative development of excellent traditional Chinese
culture and enhancing the systematic protection of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), providing legal protection for the inheritors’
intellectual property rights of sports ICH in China holds great practical significance. This study explores the issues and advancement
pathways regarding the legal protection of inheritors’ intellectual property rights of sports ICH in China, by employing literature
research method and in-depth interviews and from the perspective of central-local synergy. The findings of this study indicate that the
inheritors’ intellectual property rights of sports ICH possess specific elements of rights objects and perform a crucial role in facilitating
the survival and development of sports ICH. Currently, the protection of inheritors’ intellectual property rights of sports ICH in China
confronts challenges such as the need for improvement in the legal protection system, the urgent requirement for establishing a sound
central-local synergistic governance system, the relatively lagging cultural development of local sports ICH intellectual property rights,
and the constraints imposed by inherent inheritance models on the inheritors’ intellectual property rights. Based on this, it is
recommended to refer to international experiences such as adhering to domain-specific legislation, emphasizing a people-oriented
approach, and stressing collaborative protection. Moreover, it is necessary to adhere to the principles of legal protection, interest
balance, and particularity. The starting point should be to enhance the legislative protection model of intellectual property rights and
solidify the foundation of intellectual property rights protection. The key point lies in improving the central-local synergistic governance
system to consolidate the force for intellectual property rights protection. The supporting point is to strengthen the cultural promotion of
local sports ICH intellectual property rights to cultivate the awareness of intellectual property rights protection. The foothold to be taken
is to innovate the sports ICH inheritance model to prevent intellectual property rights infringements.

Keywords: intangible cultural heritage of sports; inheritors, intellectual property rights, legal protection; central-local synergy
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